Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
1995

Press Releases

10-11-1995

10/11/1995 - University-Board Presents
Margarethe Cammermeyer.pdf
University Marketing and Communications

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1995
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "10/11/1995 - University-Board Presents Margarethe Cammermeyer.pdf " (1995). 1995.
467.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1995/467

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1995 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

. ''

95-300

October 11, 1995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
UNIVERSITY BOARD PRESENTS MARGARETHE CAMMERMEYER
(pronounced Margaret)
CHARLESTON-- Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer, author of Serving in Silence,
will speak at 8 p.m. Monday, Oct. 16, in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union at Eastern Illinois University.
Cammermeyer, a Vietnam nurse, mother of four and highest-ranking officer to
challenge the military's anti-gay policy, will share the public and private experiences
she encountered when confronting the military's stance on homosexuality.
Despite nearly 30 years of military service, Cammermeyer was dismissed by the
Army on June 11, 1992, 11 months after she responded to a question in a top-secret
clearance interview about homosexuality by saying "I am a lesbian."
Cammermeyer challenged the military's policy on homosexuality in court and
was eventually reinstated on June 1, 1994. She now serves as chief nurse in the
Washington State Guard while the court's decision is appealed.
Her experiences are documented in Serving in Silence, a book she co-authored
with Chris Fisher, an award-winning playwright, watchmaker and writer. In the book,
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Cammermeyer not only recounts her legal battle, but the personal battle she faced
after her husband divorced her, separating her from her four children in the process.
Serving in Silence is the subject of an NBC-TV movie, scheduled to air in
February. It is produced by Barbra Streisand and stars Glenn Close and Judy Davis.
Cammermeyer' s military nursing career includes service in the Army Nurse
Corps where she was promoted to the rank of colonel and a 14-month assignment at
an evacuation hospital in Vietnam.
She earned a master's degree in nursing, a post-master's degree in
neuroscience and a Ph.D. in nursing science from the University of Washington.
Her career in nursing and the military has been marked by numerous awards
and honors, including "Woman of the Year" by the Woman's Army Corps Veterans,
the Meritorious Service Medal of the Army Reserves and "Nurse of the Year" (chosen
from a field of 34,000 VA nurses} from the VA in 1985.
Tickets will be sold at the door and are $1 for Eastern students with valid
student IDs and $3 for the general public.
The lecture is cosponsored by the University Board Human Potential and Lecture
committees.

The Human Potential Committee presents programs and events that

increase the multicultural awareness of the campus community.

The Lectures

Committee brings a wide variety of nationally and internationally acclaimed speakers
to campus.
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